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Future service members from high schools across South-
Central Missouri were honored for their commitment to 
serve their country at the Community Salute to Service 
event, held the evening of May 11 at Waynesville High 
School.

In attendance — and acting as keynote speaker — was 
Missouri Governor Mike Parson. Also providing remarks 
were Commanding General of the Maneuver Support 
Center of Excellence 
and Fort Leonard Wood 
Maj. Gen. James Bonner, 
and Adjutant General of 
the Missouri National 
Guard Maj. Gen. Levon 
Cumpton.

Additionally on stage 
from Fort Leonard Wood 
to recognize the students 
were Marine Corps Col. 
Charles Long, 
Marine Corps 
Detachment 
commanding 
officer; Navy Lt. 
Joshua Lamb, 
Center for Seabees 
and Facilities 
Engineering 
Detachment officer 
in charge; and Air 
Force Capt. Jared 
Hafich, U.S. Air 
Force Security 
Forces liaison officer to the U.S. Army 
Military Police School.

Fort Leonard Wood’s 399th Army 
Band performed live music, including 
the national anthem and the Armed 

Community honors future service members 
at Salute to Service with standing ovation 

Top, Students were 
recognized by military 
service branch with 
the Army going first. 
At left, Governor 
Mike Parson; below, 
left Maj. Gen. James 
Bonner; below right, 
Maj. Gen. Levon 
Cumpton.  

Maj. Gen. James Bonner 
presented a plaque featuring 
General Leonard Wood to Dr. 
Brian Henry in recognition of 
his service to the Waynesville 
R-VI School District and his 
upcoming retirement. Coantinued on page 2



Forces Medley, and WHS’s Junior 
ROTC drill team posted the colors.

Waynesville R-VI School District 
Superintendent Dr. Brian Henry 
opened the event by listing for the 
students and their families watching in 
person and online the influential and 
important leaders who gave their time 
to attend.

“These individuals are here to honor 
you for your willingness to raise your 
hand to serve and protect our great 
nation,” he said.

Bonner called the Community 
Salute to Service one of the most 
special events in the region.

“Thank you for this opportunity to 
celebrate these young Americans,” he 
said.

To the parents and family members 
of the future service members, Bonner 
said, “you must be very proud. Your 
children are in this position because 
of you. You have given your time, 
care and love. You have taught your 
children values, leading to pride in 
country, resilience, determination 
and service. You’ve encouraged them 
every step of the way, and set the 
foundations for their success. You 
have invested in them, and now they 
are further investing in themselves as 
they serve this grateful nation.”

Cumpton said his service has always 
given him hope.

“And when you have hope in 
something bigger than yourself, you 
can accomplish anything,” he said. 
“In this way, service is powerful. I’m 
incredibly proud of you for making 
this commitment to our country. You 
may feel unprepared for this next 
step — there are a lot of unknowns. 
I understand that, but I ask you to 
embrace the unknown and have 
confidence in your ability to succeed. 

Forge every day 
with confidence. 
Allow this new 
sense of purpose 
to drive you 
forward and you 
will achieve 
great success.”

Cumpton 
noted the motto 
of the Missouri 
National Guard 
is “One Team,” 
and everyone 
who decides 
to serve their 
country becomes 
a member of the 
military family.

“I love this 
motto because one of the best aspects 
of military service is gaining an 
enormous new support group,” he 
said.

Parson, who served in the Army 
for six years, said, “you never know 
where life’s journey is going to take 
you.”

“If I had not served my country, I 
would not be in front of you today,” 
he said. “And I’m going to guess — if 
you talk to every person in uniform, or 
that has worn the uniform, they would 
tell you the same thing — how much it 
changes your life. And I will tell you, 
it changes for the better, because when 
you do something for other people 
you’re never going to meet; you’re 
never going to see; you’re never going 
to know — that’s the ultimate public 
servant.”

Parson also spoke about the 
generations of service members who 
came before, and how that legacy 
of service plays a role in the lives of 
those who continue to volunteer to 
serve today and in the future.

“It wasn’t about me, and it won’t 
be about you,” he said. “It’ll be about 
all the people that wore the uniform 
before you did, and the sacrifices 
they made in our country, and that 
they continue to make today. If the 
American dream is to stay alive, it will 
stay alive through you. You’re the only 
ones who can do that because you’re 
willing to sign on the dotted line; 
you’re willing to put on a uniform; 
and you’re willing to take these men 
and women’s place that are here 
tonight.” The complete article appears 
online. 

Service Continued 
from page 1

Waynesville JROTC presents the Colors.



Sarah Henry, a fifth grade teacher at 
Freedom Elementary, has been named 
the Certified Employee of the Month 
for April 2022. 

She was surprised on Tuesday, 
May 10, when Hilary Bales, assistant 
superintendent of personnel services, 
presented her with a certificate in 
front of Waynesville R-VI Board of 
Education Secretary Janel Rowell; 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; 
and Freedom administrators Melissa 
Vernon, principal; Tammy Headrick, 

assistant principal; and Alyssa Golden. 
One of her nominators said, “Mrs. 

Henry is innovative and has a true 
sense of community in her classroom. 
She thinks outside of the box and 
will do whatever is needed to ensure 

Henry named Certified Employee of the Month

students are engaged and learning at 
high levels.”  

Another nominator said, “Mrs. 
Henry inspires students to be confident 
life-long learners by creating an 
environment that fosters a love of 
learning.” 

Rosemarie Barrett, 
the district enrollment/
student services specialist 
for the Waynesville R-VI 
School District, has been 
named the Classified 
Employee of the Month 
for April 2022.  

She was surprised 
on Tuesday, May 10, 
when Hilary Bales, 
assistant superintendent 
of personnel services, 
presented her with a 
certificate in front of 
Waynesville R-VI Board 
of Education Secretary Janel Rowell; 
Dr. Brian Henry, superintendent; and 
Courtney Long, director of student 
services. 

One of her nominators stated, “Mrs. 
Barrett is frequently the first person 
that a family interacts with when they 
move to our district and I cannot think 
of a better first impression! Rosemarie 

Barrett named Classified Employee of the Month 

provides every family and individual 
with a warm welcome and shares all 
of the great things about our district 
with parents as she guides them 
through the enrollment process. She 
is always professional and kind when 
helping parents and staff navigate 
through issues and maintains a 
solutions focused mindset. We are so 

very fortunate to have her as a part of 
our team.”

On the Tiger Tip Line, the following 
was submitted, “Thank you to Rose 
Marie Barrett for being an amazing 
professional! A special thanks 
for assisting in the kindergarten 
registration process and her 
knowledge.”



The Waynesville Career Center has named Ella 
Mathis and Keira Reigle as its Students of the Month 
for April 2022.

Mathis has been in Cosmetology for the past two 
years. Her nominator said, “She is a hard worker 
and is very passionate about it. She has competed in 
SkillsUSA for the past two years and placed 1st in 
both years. She helps other students grasp concepts 
that she has already mastered. Other students look up 
to her and she is well-liked by all her classmates. I 
enjoy having Ella in my class greatly and I will miss 
her when she graduates in May.”

Reigle is in the JROTC program and her 
nominator said, “She does not hesitate to help any 
student. She provides positive encouragement to 
struggling students. During Raider and drill seasons, 
Keira would use down time to work on her own 
skills or work with others to improve their skills. She 
is always the first to ask others if they need help or to 
just jump in and help. Keira takes initiative and sees 
what needs to be done and just does it without being 
asked or told.”

Collin Cook, a freshman at Waynesville High School, has been named 
the Rotary Student of the Month for May 2022.  

Cook is the son of Mathew and Tanda Solomon and Christopher and 
Cheri Cook. 

His nominator said, “Collin has always looked out for others and 
recently was very brave in helping a schoolmate in crisis. His selfless 
act really not only helped this student, but may have saved the student 
from hurting themselves. In a world full of bystanders, Collin has more 
than integrity, but also a caring personality. We are very proud of Collin 
for making great decisions during his freshman year and cannot wait to 
see what he does in the future.”

Cook’s hobbies include guitar, survival tactics and playing airsoft. 
After high school he would like to work in the building trades as a 
carpenter and plans to attend the Waynesville Career Center to reach his 
goal. 

Zachary Cooper-Dwyer, an eighth grader at 
Waynesville Middle School, has been named the 
Waynesville Middle School Rotary Student of the 
Month and was honored Tuesday, May 10, 2022, 
at the monthly Rotary Club Meeting.

Cooper-Dwyer, the son of Anthony and 
Rebecca Wanosik, is an outstanding student at 
WMS. He is active in WMS journalism where he 
has been instrumental in producing the monthly 
Tiger Tribune newspaper as well as the WMS 
Yearbook.  Cooper-Dwyer is also a member of 
the creative and dynamic Harry Potter Club.  He 
is a great example of selfless service.  Zachary 
has been described as a student who is genuinely 
kind and helpful on a consistent basis without 
seeking reward or recognition. He plans to 
attend college where he would like to study 
paleontology.  

Cook named WHS Rotary 
Student of the Month

Cooper-Dwyer named Rotary Student of the Month

Ella Mathis Keira Reigle

WCC names 
Students of Month



Three Waynesville High School students–Abby Hillman, 
Kesare Garcia and Truman Trower–are among the high school 
students from throughout Pulaski County being honored 
by Rotary Club of Pulaski County as part of the club’s Girl 
Empowerment Recognition Program. The program continues into 
June. 

The program aligns with Rotary International’s President 
Shekhar Mehta’s worldwide empowering girls initiative.

“These young ladies from our county exemplify true 
leadership and service to their schools and communities,” said 
Cheryl Cawley, treasurer of the Rotary Club of Pulaski County. 
“This recognition is to aspire them to continue to strive and be 
successful in this world for humanity.”

 Three female student leaders were selected from 
each high school in Pulaski County. The Rotary 
Club presented each with a certificate and a charm 
bracelet. The bracelet’s knotted design symbolizes 
the “Path of Life” and reminds students that their 
journey is just beginning and how we are all 
interconnected; the Rotary logo is to remind them of 
the importance of being ambassadors for goodwill 
in the community; the heart is to remind students of 
their love of service while making their decisions;  
the 1905 charm reminds them of the foundation of 
Rotary, which is as an international peace-building 
organization; and the globe charm is to encourage 
exploring and making a mark in the world by 
serving their communities.

The Rotary Club of Pulaski County gave 
schools the following criteria to use as the basis 
for the selection of the students, included, but not 
limited to:  academic achievement, community service/
volunteerism, fine arts, athletics, special or unique 
act of kindness and/or exemplary role model 
for their fellow students.

 

Marion Fiame is a Senior at Waynesville 
High School. He is the son of Maria and 
Jason Duncan. Marion has plans to attend the 
University of Missouri with an undecided 
major. During his time in high school Marion 
has played Football and Tennis. He has been 
a part of Student Government, FCCLA and 
National Honor Society. Throughout high school 
Marion has carried a 3.64 cumulative GPA. His 
nominator’s said, “Marion leads by example in 
nearly every interaction I have ever observed.  
He is extremely trustworthy, polite, respectful 
and maintains these traits whether he is talking 
to other students or staff members.” and “I can 
always count on Marion to do the right thing. 
He always behaves with integrity and sets that 
example for others.  As a result he has earned 
much respect from other students.”

Pictured are Dr. Jason Whitt, WHS principal; students Kesare Garcia, 
Truman Trower, and Abby Hillman, and Dr. Rosalind Pride, president of 
the Rotary Club of Pulaski County, and Cheryl Cawley, treasurer of the 
Rotary Club of Pulaski County. 

3 receive Rotary Empowerment recognition 

Fiame receives FLW Student Leadership Award



Jim Stockmann, director of bands at 
Waynesville High School, led his final 
concert on May 12, 2022, before he retires 
after 29 years of teaching music.  The 
audience gave him a standing ovation 
for his years of service and dedication to 
students and musical excellence. 

Waynesville High School staff members 
received praise from Dr. Brian Henry during their 
Super Session on May 6, 2022, for: 

- hosting the first Academic Week and honoring 
160 WHS sophomore, juniors and seniors during 
the week-long celebration. Another 60 freshmen 
participated in some events. 

- AP course enrollment going up this school 
year and preliminary data showing that it will be 
up again next year

- 78 students scoring a 3 or higher on AP 
assessments this past year and earning a total of 
$10,800 in awards. 

- having two students (Lydia Choi and Sarah 
Hilburgh) named to the Missouri Top 100 
Scholars. 

- using the PLC process to lead to student 
growth.

- hosting Credit Recovery Saturdays 
- improving school spirit
- hosting Lunch and Learn sessions with 

students and community business leaders
- Coach Chris Pilz being inducted into the 

Missouri Coaches Hall of Fame. 

WHS staff members receive praise for their work


